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INTRODUCTION 


Background of the Study 


For a number of years the Federal Bureau of Census has baen 
calling attention to the inoreage in the proportion of farms aperated 
= senants, Since 1906 the United States Department of Agriculture 
bas been engaged in resaarch having to do with the varying objectives 
and iit of intensity tenancy. Many agencies have been con~ 
“serned with the econaaic and social problena thet it presents. Many 
. jx 8 . popular ‘beoke have been written concerning the condition of tenante in 
‘ é a a - gertain areas, especially that of the sharecropper in the cotten South. 


These studies have been deseriptive of local conditions or generalised 
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atatements hased chiefiy upon census definitions.* A generalized con 


) - elusion reached in the past few years for the United States is that 
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” ai } tenancy 4g increasing and that it is a bad situation. 
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2 mis te 2 ra ‘revision of a thesis presented by the author as partial 
 falfiliment of the requirements for Master of Arts degree at Lovisians 

if tate University, June, 1940, under the direction of Dr. Harold CG. 

‘Hoffsommers p=: 
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.- th : data used are taken from the Type of Tenancy Area Buy, & coop ; 

udy between the Division of Land Sconomies and the Louisiana 


tive 
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Tha Report of the President's Committea on Farm Tenancy was very 
much concemed with the tenant group as being, on the whole, insecure. 
It reports, "Although in all areas of the United States there are no~ 
table instances of desirable relationships between tenants and land-~ 
lords, tenancy conditions, in many cages and areas, ere vrisatistuctory 
to both tenant and landlord, ars condemned by beth, and are objection- 
able from the point of view of aocial welfare. nS p)l of its recommenda- 
tions were coneerned with the insecure members cf all temre groups. 
This end other tenancy improvement progrens such as the farm Security 
Administration program have been handicapped because of the lack of 
knowledge as to the types of tenancy over large areas. in areas where 
a large number of fame are operated by tenants, or are using farm | 
laborers, all. action programs and planning agencies are likewise handi- 
capped, 

In the words of Marshall Saete » "Beeause of these situations, it 
seems that there is « definite nead for dalimiting the varios types of 
tenancy throughout the entire cointry, and in describing in considerable 
detail the major variations in the fama tenancy situation from one sece 
tion of the coumtry to another in order that research and planning 
studies and activities and action programs may beccme more useful and 


effective. wt 


5 Revort of the President's Committee on Fama Tenancy, National Re~ 
sources Committees, Washington, 1927, p. 4. 


4 ¥arshall Harris, op. cite, pe i. 
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The object of thiga study is to develop criteria far defarrining 


e om. os ”~ oe oar = * i coe a ret oe Pe ted My om Vy cyt ayy eye i t 
types ¢f tenancy sitmations in Lowielana. The primary teak is 
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classification and methodclogy, so that similar methods might oe 
to determine comparable types of tenants in other areas. The ce: 
factors of Venancy and the programs that might result in an inor 
tenancy Sitmation are regarded as subsidiary objectives and are 
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only insofar as they aid in dslhineating a type of tenancy 
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The study was concerned mainly with tenaney in Lovlelana, 


though some conparisons are made with other states, the Sou vs 


United States as a whole. Inscfar as possible thea classi ficatic.: 


piies to the year 1959. However, canaus data for 7920, 1940. ana 


were used to check the data securad in 1939. Tn using 
date it wae realized that a number of changes ‘ave tek 
Levisiana agriculture since that oime, Among thess are iwreass 
mechanizaticn. the AAA program, the Soli Conservation pragrac, 


changes in various farm ceamuditias, drcnughta, charges in © red. i 


ties, and shifte in the farm peprlavion to adjust i{eelf to these 


However, ii was though® that thie maagure of tere character! s 
years agc Would supplement the date secuved frog ihe presan.s 3a 
addition, the censvs data were DSeneficiel ip checking the primary 


Tha resulting classification of twenty @8 ivrein ot sani-ac ape 


the gitustion in Leuigiana ip 1954. 
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All of the tenancy situations in the State are allocated in a 
relatively few categories. Subgroups are described where they appeared 
tc be important, and others ara indicated. In cases where a type of 
tenancy ie concentrated in a particular area, that area is indicated. 

Owner operators and farm laborers are included in the study, 
since they, as well as tenants, are part of farm tenure and there is 
both a social relationship and an interchange of individuals among the 
three categories. In the business of farming the three cpportunities 
for incone are from ownership, tenency and farm labor with the propor- 
tion of these varying from one locality to another. It is quite likely 
that the percentage distrimtion of these three elementary classes has 
an important effect on the tyne of tenancy. In some areas, unpaid 
family labor and wage labor are merely steps to tenancy, and tenaney 
in turn a step to ownership. In those areas where these steps are easy, 


the percentage ef owner operators is likely te be high. 


CHAPTER IT 
NATURE OF TENANCY PROBLEMS 


Tenancy is a characteristic which is not peculiar to the South, 
the United States, or even to the modern world, Any historical deeument 
ou farming shows that the man whe does the work is not always the ower 
of the land. Many farmers. in the feudal system paid a share of the crop 
as “taxes” for protection and use of the land. Biblical stories of 


atock share iessing and many other examples are weil known. 
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The history of tenancy in the United States is not adaptable to 
atatistical treatment. Galdenweiser and Trvesdale have stated, “There 
is no statistical information on American land tenure prior to 1860, 
but there is evidence that farm tenancy in the United States is nearly 
as old as the settlement of the country, though the number and propor-~ 
tion of the tenants doubtless remained smali so long as free land was 
abundant. It was during the last 10 years of the nineteenth century 
that the greatest increase in farm tenancy occurred."= From 1880 to 
1935 the percentage of farm operators who were tenants increased in the 
United States from 25.6 per cent to 42.) per cent. During the same 
period the tenants in Louisiena increased from 55.2 per cent to 63.7 
per cent. G 

in addition to thesa tenants about 16 per cent of the nation's 
operators were classified as part owners in that they owned seme land 


and rented additional land. This group comprised 3.8 per cent of all 


the Louisiana fana operators in 1935. 


Tenancy in Lowisisna 
The rather commonly supposed fact that all Negroes on Southern 


farms became sharecroppers following the Civil War ia not susceptible 


CTT LISBON MR A ERT RR OR OSS OE 


5 gg. A. Goldeuweiner and Leon &. Truesdale, Fann Tenancy in the United 
States, Gensus Monograph IV, Washington, 1924, Po 21. 


e Report of the President's Committee on Fama Tenancy, pp. 96-99. The 
census operator which ia used as a base for these percentages included 
beth omer and tenant regardless of the amount of managerial functions 
that he might exercise. 
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- BPA hse tr the cavtrary there is cotigiderabhe evidence 
f vi? aha't ahey aid ‘hot dn Loviisilanay No odeuvdtional-os taruve data are 
ee. ‘avaliable by rd@e i the ‘censid froa 1669 401900, ‘Ths 5.48% waga 
Jaborere emumerated in 1660 were either white or free Negross since the 
Slaves were coumted separately.’ Tae Hobe of wage laborers increased 


to 97,685 by 1670 while during the same decade (1860 to 1870) the num- 
ber of owners “Ghd tenants increased only 11,155. The aumber of farns 

increaséd about 40,090 Guring the next two decades while wage laborers 
were irereasing about 48,000. The number of faras, of tenonts, and of 


farm leborers have ineceased steadily up to 1910. Negro and white 


tere 


tenante were first enumerated separately in 1900 so that no definite 
‘evidence can be presented davcshinen ite beg steetoeedite tenange. The 
Jarge in¢rease in the mimber of see Laborers as compared with the in- 
evease in the honber of fame ean basi. be explained by sapling that the 
Giaves became iaborers md have gredually changec to the classification 
ec itenantes, ~ wert s Parte 40 ¥ ore Ste") 
“Ye “though there has been no difference in ths definition of tenant 
eecardifg te ihe censud, the interpretation eppeare to have chengad. In 
| i “a ‘epoeil ‘eenenus*enumerdtion of cotton produetion in Lovisiana iq ico9 


| teveral Antoneotiog aftuations were brought te light. Abstracts of the 
[Memes iodt «4 3 We: a4 ae Galt da } ve ; 4 uk i *Gu 


sien froa eenmis pablication and the change has been 
eteil . in ik baa unpublished manuscript, Some - 
| Lsiana “he ih page Sgate wh 
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field agents conducting the study state: “In Catahoula (Parish) the 
yearly wage (for laborerge-—chiefly white) was $140 to $200; in other 
parishes laborers (chiefly Negro) usually take part of the crop when 
working by the year, 08 These "laborers" would probably be classed as 
eroppers today Dy the census emimmerators. Another agent stated, "Suap- 
piies furnished laborers are usually charged against them and deducted 
from their share of the crop at the end of the year." On the cther hand 
in the description of tmants, the cropper was described as he is today— 
furnishing only labor and usually getting one-half of the erop. There 
were other croppers who were boarded by the landicrd snd recsived only 
one-third of the crop ag their share. How this latter type of tenant 
would be classified today is problematical. These data make it appear 
that local definitions were used in classifying laborers and tenants in 
the early enumerationa rather than the definitions set up by the Census 
Bureszu. 

Sinee the number af farms and the number of operators has been 
identical (according to the census), the number of farms and other sta- 
tistics based upon the number of farms as erymerated in i880 and earlier 
has « questionable comparability te census materials for the present 
time. There is no definite knowledge as to when the new intérpretations 


were first used so it would be difficult to try to make a correction. 


8 Bagene W. Hillard, "Cotton Production in Louisiana", in Report on 
Cotton Production in the United States, Part I, Tenth Census of the 
United States, vol. IV, Washington, 1884, pp. 93~B4. 


at (dokiel) sigodsted oh? siete ablite eit adttoubanc 


a 


sniiio mL ;O0Sg of OPSE oxy lodnie: eftel dh --eiecodek te). eine i > , 


A ¢ 


: | - 
laity -qine ac} 2 pay eked ¥Lin nem Caagod sth toda} a ay ea onithaar 


— 


, ; 7 Na iy 
eg Seevaie eo “idsdory bind reignodal” sanitt on baie out xd a " 
ar 
«fF it en ¥ : ~— af - o 
G20" ,beyats todga: Teton. 2 SOyeTsRinS ovanes, art oe easly 4 OeetPES ma 


bevécbhab bus mond Jantesa begieda vileved pia aterod st Sari. tire wt sobtg 
otal T@o75 ef a) ".aeey ett to bas ei) Je dard Saito si1ace ‘shored meth _ 
—(sboy si od 26 "bed ivoseal dan seqqeth ada iadnecee ie PCS WN C34 Zee> ot AES: ; 2 i 2 
f .qows sd te tiad-enc gateieg (iiader bos tedal yino gunetaee ee 
f * 7" <. - 
vino nev tas at bus buol$es!l etd cd bebsaod erew ode e16qtor9 YGIN9 tem A a ca 
; ; ~~ 


J 
Jaan lo eqyt tetswel ebid eo .ecate “Tie ee eee cil? obs tith-gne ae > 


ssqqe J! gaan sieb suet! ..legiteeidou ef weboo Bs FlLSS Ble e¢ tue i Mags 
"insane? ous etetodal satyiierals af Seay sien @datiixrs saat deci * Pag 
SLOT edt yd gu vee acoizgintieb att ced) cejdey snobieuaiae wireeoedt hepa ue 
. + : Ane as. ak : “= < hs Ait se ry i] P 

Ps ee are “ ews 


i a“ >» Tee SAE: : i : . a 
SOU Se stot 47ege Dé tecdeun' eri Bee mares Mo sadins AS, sents 
“672 49510 bua. verted Lo. tedarn eld y(amenes Gad ot oe 
Sem © ee ae \ft53 F aT oe, Fe . oy ae 4 
Sl 4389S FAS VOOL Fi 594 st “ATs 3a gert et *o taaen ad an Bak, 


tb Cs 
leh 
tcere cq ety “ot elect an eyes me Be ee: 


stotiaSotermbsalk 


= 8 x 


In the light of these findings, the percentage of operators who were 
tenants might alse be questionable. ‘The census figures are reduced to 
positive attributes that were counted, and there is little or no 
knowledge as to how many more should have been counted and were net. 

Several tentative generalizations might be made. Tenaney existed 
in Louisiana to some extent previous te the Civil War. Following the 

ivil War, large numbers of Negroes became resident laborers probably 
receiving a share of the crop as wages. Others became tenants on a 
share or standing rent basis. The individual changed from tenant te 
laborer or vies versa from year to year, as he does today. Those whe 
increased in goods, managerial ability, and credit from year to year 
became farm owners. This made for mobility at two points--between la- 
borers and tenants ad between owners and tenants. From 1900 te i910 
the number of laborers of both races increased. Sines 1910 the number 
of white laborers has remained approximately etatienary. WNegre laborers 
decreasec 48.2 per cent fran 1910 to 1930 due largely te cityward migra- 
tien. In addition, many quite likely became tenants. 

White tenants have shown an increase for every ceneus enumeration 
since 1900 with a 164.4 per cent increase fron 1900 to 1935. Negro ten- 
ants increased only 22.1 per cent during the same pericd. Because of 
this great differential in the rate of increase for white and Negro ten— 
ants and laborers, it appears likely that the racial aspects of farm 
tenmmecy and fara labor will be less in the future than they have been 


in the past. The percentage changes for Negro tenante has fluctuated 
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widely from positive to negative, and the present long time trend migh 
reverse itself or at least be lessened. 

Because the same subdivisions of tenants were not used by the 
census in every enumeration, little can be said about changes in the 
method of paying rent in Louisiana. The share basis of renting $sens to 
have been the most prevalent in Louisiana for both white and Negro. in 
those areas near Shreveport, Natchez, Vicksburg, and Baton Rouges ‘he 
cash and standing renter (chiefly Negro) have evolved. This was sintiar 
to the situation in Georgia where the Negro standing renter made up one- 
third of ali tenants in 1920.9 


Since many people are now concerned with the increase in tenancy, 


some data in that regard might be of value. as tenancy is related to dot 


owemership and labor, the percentages will be based upen the total mimber 


occupied in agriculture rather than the ratic of tenants to cmers, fig- 


ure 3 indicates the trend from 1880 to 1930 to be an increase in tenancy, 


except for the decade preceding 1910. However, it has increased at the 
expense of wage and family labor and not at the expense of ownerstiis in 
avery case except the decade from 1920 to 1950, Thare was some decrmmss 


in the mumber of owners from 1920 to 1930 with a 55.2 per cent invrsase 


in the number of tenants during the same period. Wost of this changa wes 


for white operators and occurred only to a alight extent among the Jugroes. 


9 G, 0. Brannen, Relation of Land Tenure to Plantation Orga: vgatioa, 
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Figure &% — Trend in Tenure of Agricultural Workers, Louisiana, 1880 —!1950 
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GHAPTER IIL 
METHODOLOGY: EXISTING CLASSIFICATIONS OF TENANTS 
AND THEIR LIMITATIONS 

Since all classification is artifidal in that it is a synthetic 
product of man, there is no claim that the divisions herein utilized 
constitute a “natural classification. The criteria of any classifi- 
cation depend upon the objectives of the classification. The moat 
logical criteria to be used in a scientific classification are those 
which will be the most significant in respect to the nature of the phe- 
nomena under consideration and those which will most easily enable man 
to understand the plan of the organization and functioning of the 
phenomena. *° 

Tenants have been classified in some way by every person who has 
written concerning them. Some of the classifications have been merely 
Szood and bad" as regards the social and economic situation of the ten- 
ante. The United States Bureau of Census has enumerated tenants aa 
share tenants, cash tenants, sharecroppers, share-cash tenants, standing 
renters, other tenants, and an unclassified group. Each of these groups 
are further divided into white and colored. The actual classes used 
differ from one cenms year to another. Such a classification states 


merely how the tenant pays his rent. In addition to the mere counting 


10 worris Re Cohen and Ernest Nagel, An Introduetion to Logic and the 
Seientific Method, New York, 1934, Chapt. Xif. 
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of the number of tenants, the census presents other descriptive data 

such as type of farming, size of farm, value of farm, value of build- 

ings, numbér of years on present farm, etc. The majority of writers Y 

have followed the census in classifying tenants. re 
The Agricultural Adjustment Administration has set up its own 

definitions of tenants and farms to suit its purpose. The sharecropper 

was not included as a tenant. Also the AAA has hinted at tenant classes 


when it defined a tenant as ".....a person other than a sharecroppex 


who rents land from another person (for cash, a fixed commodity payment, 
or a share of a crop produced thereon or of the proceeds thereof) and 
is entitled under a written or oral lease or agreement to receive all 
or a share of a crop preduced thereon or of the proceeds thereof, and 
in the case of rice also means a person furnishing water for a share of 
the rice."t} . The objective of this definition was to distribute the 
benefit payments for recommended practices in a just mamner. The classi- 
fication resulting from this definition would appear adequate for that 
purpose. 

Other writers have divided tenants into two classes somewhat 
similar to those of the AsA-—the operating tenants and the non-operating 


tenants. Some of those writers contend that all non-operating tenants 


i Louisiana Handbook, 1940 Agricultural Conservation Program, U.S.D.A., 
A.A.A., Southern Division, SRB-40l-La., Washington, 1940, p. 21. 
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are merely farm laborers paid in kind, ?* In turn they have been criti- 


cized for defining some of the temants and their problems out of exis- 


tenee. The individvals and their situations still exist no matter what 


they are named, but they can be analyzed better in their true category. 


Other ch ssifications have been based upon several indices. All- 


reais use of 12 factors to classify tenancy areas in Tennessee is an 


iliustration of this approach. 1S Many but not all of the factors could 


be used to classify each particular tenant- 


Witchel in studying the tenants on land reclaimed by the Department 


of Interior and now farmed with the aid of irrigation has made threes 


claeses cn an entirely different basis.** He has stated: “The projects 


nae 
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14 


Sse T, Lynn Smith, The Sociclogy of Rural Life, New York, 1940, 

pe. 269. Karl Brandt, “Faliacious Censua Terminology and Its Conse- 
quenees in agriculture", Social Research, 1958, pp- 19—35, also 
makes some strong points in favor of this interpretation. Alse see 
Emest J, Holcomb, "The Sharecropper and Wage Laborer in Cotton 
Production", B.A.E., U.S.D.A. Mimeographed report presented before 
a subcommittee of the Committee on Education and Labor, Washington, 
Yay, 1940. 


G, Eo Allred, Types of Tenancy, Rural Research Series, Monograph Ti, 
Knoxville, 1939. Allred's 1k factors were 1} percentage of all farm 
operators who were tenants, 2) the prevalence of the cash rental sys- 
tem, 3) the prevalence of croppers, 4) the prevalence of part owners, 
5) the percentage of operators working off the farm, 6) the percent- 
age of tenants related to their landlord, 7) percentage of land in 
vow crops, 8) the vercentage of colored operators, 9) the average net 
agricultural income per farm, 10) the average value of agricultural 
products sold, traded, or used at home per farm, 11) the ratio of 
mortgage debt to the value of the fama, and 12) the average value 
per fara. 


Le H. Mitchel, “Farm Tenancy", Reclamation Era, Vol. @5, Wash ington, 
1935, p. 114. 
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have three types or classes of tenants: namely, (1) those whe move 
frequently, not necessarily on the same project, but from State to State; 
(2} those who on account of circumstances over which they have no control, 
and not having sufficient capital to buy fame, are compelled tenporarily 
to rent; and {3} those who rent as a business undertaking." The first 
type he further described as profeesicnal scil robbers, the second class 
as young people starting out in the faming business, and the third as a 
group similar to those tenants to be found in England. This third group 
are tenants because they think that they can make more money and get 

mcre happiness out of life with that form of tenure, 

Some studies of tenaney have been coneerned only with one class 
(usually the sharecrepper) or have used the census classification of the 
method of paying rent and all other items are related to tenants classi- 
fied primarily on that basis, Other studies have described the typicel 
labor organization on plantations or the single family farm. Then thay 
have generalized by saying the usual condition is that tenants are 
climbing the ladder to ownership or that the tenants are usuaily share- 
eroppers with a characteristic pattern of relationships. The cotton 
plantation shareeropper in the South probably has been described in 


greater detail than any other group. +5 


15 See T, J. Woofter, Jro, et al, Landlord and Tenant on the Cotton Plan- 
tation, Wo.P.A., Div. of Social Research, Monograph No. V, Washington, 
1936, for a description of the plantation tenant. Other Studies with 
descriptive material on tenants in general and selected predominant 


classes are E. a, Schuler, Social Status and Farm Tenure-~Attitudes and 


CC RSD SEE ~ Gree 


Social Conditions of the Corn Belt and the Cotton Belt Farmers, U,S.D.A., 
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The limitations of considering only the method of paying rent are 
brought out by Holcomb's study of share renting and sharecropping made 
in 1958 and 1939 46 Two type of farming subereas were studied in Louisiana 
with beth community and operator schedules taken in Caddo, Tensas, St. 
Landry, and Claiborne Parishes. All crops grown on the farm were con- 
sidered with the part furnished by landlord and tenant, and the division 
of the crop constituting the main features of the schedules. The data 
were reduced to index numbers with 100 being the usual share paid or re- 
eeived. Some of the cases and communities were only one-half of the usual 
arrengement with an index number of 55.0 while other cases had index nun-— 
bers as high as 121.5. This expresses the variation in regard to the 
strictly sconomic arrangements of the share rental arrangements. For 
some of the data there was a tendency for a cencentration of cases to 
occur at the average (the usual arrangement) » While for other data there 
was little or no central tendency. Two different ‘usual arrangements" were 
taxen for one set of data, Thsse data are presented to show that the terms 
"share renter" and “sharecropper® have considerable variation as te the 
miount of the share and actually have only the meaning given to them by 


definition. Any other characteristics must be proven. 


1s { continued) 
F.S.A., and B.A.E, cooperating, Social Research Report No. IV, Washing~ 
ton, 1958; Fam Tenancy, Report of the President's Committee, National 
Resources Committee, Washington, 1937; E. L. Langsford and B. H. Thibo- 
deaux, Plantation anization and Operation in the Yazoo-Mississippi 
Delta Area, U.S.D.A. Tech. Bull. 682, Washington, 1939; ¢. 0. Brannen, 
Relation of Land Tenure to Plantation Organization, J.S.D.A. Dept. Bull. 
1269, Washington, 1924; R. Schick@e and C, A, Noran, Farm Tenure in lowa, 
jowa AES Bulletin 354, Ames, 1937. 


Ee J. Holcomb, Southwide Shsre Renting and sparecropping Arrangements 
Study, unoublished data collected in Tosa > UeS.D.A. and State 
Agricultural Experiment Stations cooperating. 
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CHAPTER IV 
METHCDGL OGY; SAMPLING aND SOURCE OF DATA 


Some knowledge is always available to indicate the limits of possi- 
bilities and the phases where detailed information is desirable. In re- 
gard to tenancy in Loisiana secondary data from the United States Bureau 
of Census, type-of-farmming atudies, population studies, and other State 
and national studies dealing with farm labor organization are available 
on & Statewide basis. ! Since the frame of reference and the definitions 
for this study differ from those of other studies, the data from secondary 
sources cannot be used in their entirety. Another difficulty is that the 
secondary data apply to different years, and some of the enumerations were 
made as much as 40 years ago. Where recent data were unavailable, the 
amount of change was estimated. At any rate, definite situations have 
occurred in particular areas, and those areas have gone through that 
period in their history, 

Primary data, based upon the definitions as given in Chapter VI, 
were collected in 1959 and 1940. Two-page questionnaires were mailed to 
a sample of the landlords and tenants in the State.28 Specifie landlord— 


tenant relationships are noted in the answers to the limited number of 


- These studies are given more detailed attention in considering the 
factors associated with tenancy. {Chapter V). 


18 See Appendix 8, p- for sanple of questionnaires and instructims 
for editing. (Appendix B of the thesis wae omitted from this repre- 
duction. ) 
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qestions in the questionnaires. In addition, data based upon reco rds 
and estimates were secured from agricultural technicians in each of the 
parishes of the State. This Latter information was of a more general 
nature and represented the predominant situation over a wide territory, 
sometimes the entire parish if the parish was reasonably homogeneous for 
the factors under consideration. 

it was originally planned to send 5,000 questionnaires to landlords 
and an additional 5,000 to tenants by selecting a mailing list from ths 
1937 AAA records of applications for compliance in the crop control pro- 
gram, The number of questionnaires to be sent each parish was allotted 
accerding to the percentage of the totel mmber of tenants in the State, 
using the figures in the 1935 Agricultural Census. Tha muaber allotted 
each parish was equally divided among the wards of which it Was composed, 
with a minimum of five for each ward. Tenancy was identified where two 
or more persons were listed to receive payment for compliance on one farm. 
{he sample tency situations were selected as the names appeared in the 
record, there being no particular order of the names. If thers was an 
average of three tenants per farm for a particular ward, every third 
tenant's name was selected. 

In utilizing this plan to secure 16,000 names, it was found that 4 
parishes and 61 wards in 18 other parishes had no farms listed or had no 
cooperators with tenants in 1957. Likewise many wards had an insufficient 
number of names. The result was that 4,660 landlord and 5,899 tenant 
questionnaires were mailed. In 24 eee tenants and landlords on the 


same farm were selected and the mailing list was keyed so that these 
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pairs cculd be identified. for the other 36 parishes the tenants and 
landlords sampled lived on different fare although in some cases two 
or more tenants lived on the same farm. 

Migure 2 indicates the distribution of the relevant questionnaires 
that were returned, There were 591 (14.3 per cent) of the landlerd and 
918 (26.5 per cent) of the tenant qestionnaires returned with aufficient 


+3 Some publicity was given the study in the Local 


information for use. 
country papers throuzhout the State with the aid of the Agricultural Ex- 
tension Service News, and this publicity probably had same effect upon 
both the quantity and the accuracy of the returns. Of the total number 
of questionnaires mailed, slightly less than 2 per cent of the landlord 
and glightly over 10 per cent of the tenant questionnaires were returned 
uiopened. The reasons indicated by the postmasters were usually "not 
known" and “unclaimed.% Death accounted for a few of the unclaimed 
Letters. However, differential migration aloe is prebably sufficient 
explanation of the difference in the percentages. 

Although the sample is generally representative of all the tenants 
of Louisiana, it has several limitations, First, the AAA recorda are 
weighted for cotten and sugar cane farming. This is significant in that 


a higher percentege of the total cotton and sugar cane farmers were coop- 


erators in the AAA program than for other types of farming. Landlords 


19 The number of questionnaires returmed unopened was subtracted fr 
the total mimber mailed in calqlating this percentage sc that those 
persons who were not exposed to the questionnaires were not inciuded 
in the percentages. 
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with only cash tenants or standing renters in 1957 were not always listed, 
as the omners in such cases did not receive an AAA payment. However, 6.6 
per cent of the tenants reported paying a cash rent which wae only one- 
half of the 12.0 per cent reported by the census for 1950. By dividing 
the number of names allotted to each parish equally among the wards and 
establishing a minimoni number per ward, the wards with a few tenants were 
over represented so far as number of tenants were concemed. On the other 
hand this was thought desirable from the standpoint of area representation. 
Certain selectivity also doubtless occurred in those who answered 
the questicnnaires. Illiterate persons”° prebably did not answer to as 
great an extent as those who could read and write. However, several 
illiterate persons did return the questionnaires as indicated by those 
signed with an "x" and witnessed by dher Beton Others may have been 
written by children, wives or other people. In a few other cases it was 
rather obvious that the landlord had assisted in filling out the question- 
naires. The more migratory tenants and landlords (those moving between 
1937 and 1939) were missed as was indicated by the letters being retumed 
unopened, Judging from the comments made, the tenants answering apveared 
to be those whe desired an improvement in living cmditicns in general 
while the landlords were those who were more cooperative with governmental 


action programs. In other words, the tenants in the worse situations and 


oo The Census in 1950 reported 58.0 per cent of the rural-farm Negro 


males 1 years and older of Louisiana to be illiterate aa contrasted 
with 9.0 per cent of the native white males. The females and those 
under 21 years of age were less illiterate in all casas, 
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and the landlords representing the better situations answered the request 
for information. The comments of the person answering the questionnaire 
were helpful in ascertaining the real meaning of the answers. It ie 
likely that the landlord was more familiar with the terms used and made a 
better interpretation of the questions. To summarize, the situations are 
not entirely representative of all tenant situations in numbers but do 
represent a great many situations that vary to a considerable extent in 
regard to the characteristics that were studied. 

An analysis of the answers given by 51 pairs of landlords and ten- 
ants on the same farm shows considerable variation. Tables I and I] show 
the amount. of variation between landiord and teiant and between tenanta 
living on the same fam for selected itens that should be in reasonable 
agreement. The statenents in regard to the amount of supervision showed 
the greatest disparity. This might be partially explained by the land- 
lerd thinking that he was supervising by his mere presence, while the 
tenant did not consider all visits as being supervisory. There was also 
considerable variation in the statements as to the amount of eredit and 
furnish received from the landlord. As considerable variation also oc- 
curred between the 33 pairs of tenants on the same farm, a general sx~ 
planation is that the answers represented different situations as each | 
tenant reported a particular situation while the owner had answered con- 
cerning the usual arrangement. The data from all of the questionnaires 
were placed on punch cards to facilitate amalysis. 

The schedules from the agricultural technieians, who consisted of 


the County Agricaltural Agent, the AAA Adminiatrative Assistant, and the 
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Rural Resettlement Supervisor were taken by personal interview. In a 
few cases other tecHnicians such as Soil Conservation Employees, Agricul- 
tural Experiment Station workers, Vocational Agricultural teachers and 
various distriet agents were also interviewed. Where 2 man had been on 
the job for less than six months, no interview was teken. Each techni- 
cian was asked to delineate the areas in his varish on the basis of 
“system of farming". Each area was then described in terms of the esti- 
mated percentage of farm families that fell in each system. The charac- 
teristics used for the description were: (1) size of farm based upon 

the number of farm families per fam, (2) type of farming, (3) tenure of 
the person (head of family) performing the labor on the fam, (4) the 
social relationship between landiord and laborer or tenant, (5) type of 
oanership, (6) race relationships between tenure groups, and {7) sub- 
leasing and the relationship of the middleman to both of the others. The 
ugual categories for each characteristic are indicated on the key. The 
customary share of rent, the degree of mechanization, the displacenent of 
tenants, the assignment of AAA benefit payments, the intensity of relief, 
the Rural Electrification program, Soil Conservation, farm mortgages, the 
development of new agricultural land, methods for improving the landlord- 
tenant relations and other subjects were discussed as they pertained to 


tenancy and land temre. 


21 see Appendix 5, p» 88-91 for sample of schedule forms and instructions 
to enumerator. {Appendix B of the thesis was omitted from this repro- 
duction. ) 
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The three technician schedules for each parish were combined to 
make one composite map and description. The data were weighted so that 
the more complete and detailed map and description was given the greatest 
significance. The technician with the greatest amount of expexi ence and 
familiarity with the local situation was followed more closely than the 
others. Where disagreement occurred, the technicians were interviewed 
again to secure a greater degree of haxmony. As each habitually dealt 
with different groups of fam people the three had different viewpoints, 
but for the most part they were in agreement. By mapping the resulting 
areas on a State map and comparing the Rarepipeiane for each area, & 
number of the areas were combined, resulting in a relatively few areas. 

Informal interviews were heid with representatives of the National 
Forest Service, the United States Biological Survey, the State Soil Con- 
servation Service, Farm Security project managers, and the State Depart~ 
ment of Gonservation. In both these and the technician interviews an 
attempt was made to secure the greatest amount of opinions and suggestions 
in regard to as many aspects of tenancy and tenure as possible. 

In this way three or more sets of data were tied to specific areas, 
Saati a check on all data-—-secondary source material, questionnaires, 
and the technician descriptions. The procedure for this multiple a ae 
ing was to begin with the technician maps and descriptions. Census data 
plotted on maps was interpreted in the light of the difference in years 
and definitiens. The data from questionnaires were allotted to the areas 
which they reoresented and added to the description. OQther localized 


studies germane to tenancy were studied to intensify and correct both the 
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areas and the descriptions of those areas. ** 


QHAPTER V 
FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH TENANCY 


There are a great many factors associated with tenancy, and the 
subject can be developed to a much greater extent than is done here. The 
fastors presented in this chapter are chiefly descriptive and are not 
used to classify tenancy situations. Many of the factors such as type- 
of~farming are non—tenancy and can exist with or without the phenomena of 
tenancy. Others such as written leases, relation of tenant to landlord, 
and method of paying rent are tenancy factors but exist in varied types 
of situations and of themselves are descriptive only of the conditions 
included in their definition. Still other factors such as race and age 
are not exclusively agricultural factors. Nevertheless, these factors do 
provide limits for the farm operations that permit tenancy to exist. The 
idea of permission and limitation is emphasized rather than any idea of 


classifying tenants or tenancy areas on the basis of those factors. 


#2 these localized studies were: H. Co Hoffsommer, The Sugar Cane Farm, 
Louisiana AES Bulletin in the process of Sa ebrpantia Baton Rouge, 
1940; S. Earl Grigsby, The Social and Economic Aspects of Negro Farm 
Labor on Large Cotton Plantations, ~Goncordia Parish, Louisiana, unpub- 
lished thesis, Louisiana State University, Baton Ro Rouge, 1937. Super- 
visor's reports of Red River Parish from &. A. Schuler, Social Status 
and Farm Tenure-—Attitudes and Social Conmlitions of Corn Belt . Belt and 
Gotton on Belt Farmers, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. S.D.. | ere 
Social Research Report IV, Washington, 1958; Unpublished studies of 
AAA data for Red River, Lincoln, Beauregard, East Feliciana, East 
Carroll, ‘est Carroll, Washington and Claiborne Parishes. 
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Population 

The population of Lonisiana is unevenly distributed with the large 
metropolis of New Orleans and several cities of lesser magnitude such as 
Baton Rouge, Shreveport, Monroe, Lake Charles, and Alexandria making up 
over one-third of the pomlation of the State in 1930. The existence of 
these aggregates of SS ae differences in the vaine and use of 
land, and their influence is felt to a diminishing degree in more or less 
concentric circles which overlap with like circles of influence fron 
other aggregates of people. ** 

In addition to those living in cities there are people other than 
farmers scattered throughout the State. The rural non-farm population 
ig a measure of these people. Some of them provide services for the farm 
population, but many others work at non-farm, non-service occupations. 
In any event, Jike city dwellers they depend upon the farmers to a large 
extent for fresh, perishable foods. Rural industries such as lumbering, 
or work in magar mills provide an opportunity for farmers to work for a 
daily wage during the slack season although such employment is obviously 
restricted by the location and character of these rural industries. in 
some areas non-farm work is an important means for getting sufficient 
capital to operate or purchase a farm. The presence of urban and rural 
non-farm population also affecte the method of paying rent, the racial 


composition of the population and the landlord-tenant relations in genera1.”* 


= For a further elaboration of this principle see the discussion ef von 


fThunen's “Isolated State" in R. T. Ely and ¢. S. Wehrwein, Land 
Economics, Ann Arbor, 1951, p. 45-48. 
Oy A more detailed description of those areas with non-farm people is 
given in the following chapter. 
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Race and Nativity 

Tt is usually egreed that two races living together in the same 
avea will reagult in tenancy or the use of wage labor. When nationality 
is included with the characteristic of race, the generalization still 
appears to be true. In wany countries, such as Mexico {all foreigners) 
and the United States (Orientals), foreigners are prohibited by law from 
becoming owners of landed property. If these people are farmers, they 
can be only tenants or laborers. As most of the later immigrants to 
America have had neither the capital nor credit to purchase land, the 
usual procedure of those desiring to become farmers has been to work in 
eities long enough to accumulate sufficimt capital to purchase land. 
fae European immigrant highly desires the ownership of land and will give 
up such "luxuries" as electricity, automobiles, clothes, good housing, 
amusements, etc., which are used in determining the standard of living. 
Those of foreign birth are numerically unimportant in Louisiana there 
being only 0.5 per cent of the rural-farm population classed as foreign 
born white in 1930 and only 0.6 per cent classed as native white of 
foreign or mixed parentage. 

The environmental conditioning of the kuropean immigrant can be 
contrasted to the slavery background of the Negro. As a group the 
Negroes have had little experience with land owmership or mmagerial 
responsibility and therefore lack the burning desire for omnership that 
exizts in ths European immigrant, although they claim to want to be 
owmers,. Schuler found that 4 higher percentage of the Southern Negro 


desired omsrship than the Northern tenants but fewer of them expected 
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to achieve Gareraities Also a very high percentage wanted governmental. 
aid both in finding a farm and in operating it after the purchase. Those 
tenants related to the landlord desired ownership less than other non~ 
owners. Perhaps if the Negroes were more familiar with the trails of 
ownership, fewer of them would say they thought ownership desirable. When 
the lack of economic goods, educational training, and political represen- 
tation are added to the lack of training in responsibility and the desire 
for omership, the picture is complete as to why the Negroes have achieved 
ownership so slowly. There have been other charges made such as oppres— 
sion by the whites and asking the Negro purchaser a higher price for land 


than was asked white bayers.~° 


Ags 
Age is a fundamental factor concerning the tenure of the agricul— 
tural worker which has been expressed in a dramatic way by the use of the 


term "agricultsral ladder. uh? 


The idea in the early twenties, developed 
largely in the Middle West, was that a young famer achieved ownership 


through the steps of unpaid family laborer, wage laborer, tenant, owner 


J ae Schuler, op. cit. ppo 64-73. The areas studied in Louisiana 
were located in the delta of Red River Parish. 

os G. So dohnson, Shadow of the Plantation, Chicago, 19354; Arthur Raper, 

Preface to Peasantry, Chapel Hill, 1956. 


“7 see J. O. Rankin, Steps to Nebraska Farm Ownership, Nebraska AES 
Bulletin 210, Lincoln, 1936. B. H. Hibbard and G. A. Peterson, How 
Wisconsin Farmers Become Farm Owners, Wisconain AES Bulletin 40e, 
Madison, 1928. E. A. Goldenweiser and W. J. Spillman, "fhe Agricul- 
tural Ladder", United States Agricultural Yearbook, 1316, Washington, 
1916, pp. 321-546. 
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of a mortgaged farm and finally complete owmership. Later studies such 
as that of Schultz in Iowa indicate that ownership is being achieved much 
more slowly than before and, in mmy cases, not at al1.*8 Williams has 
amalyzed 2,000 case histories in South Carolina and has reached the can- 
clusion that the agricultural ladder works for the sons of farm owners 
but not for the sons of tenants and laborers.*” Figures 3 and 4 show 
thet these steps to ownership do exist in Louisiana, but wage labor con- 
tinues to death in many cases, and the Negroes achieve ownership much 
more slowly than the whites. Williams has also advanced the proposition 
that age and size of family are definite reasons for tenants (and owners) 


50 As there are more young people of a working age in the family, 


moving. 
the operator has the need for a larger and larger farm. As the young 
people leave the farm, the operator desires a farm of less size. The 
changes involved in the life cycle of a farm family are of great impor- 


tanse in determining the proper size of farm to accomodate a farm family. 


Land Use 
The physiographic features are important in determining the use 


made of land although they are not the only factors to be considered. 


28 gheodore %. Schultz, "What has Happened to the Agricultural Ladder", 
Farm Tenure in Jowa, Part III, Iowa AES Bulletin 557, ames, 1957. 


#9 8B. 0. Williams, "Mobility and Farm Tenaney", Journal of Land and 
Public Utility Economies, Vol. XIV (1938), p. 207. 


eds: 30 9 Williams, "South Carolina Under the Microscope® an illustrated 
lecture delivered at Louisiana State University, Summer Session, 
1939. 
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Figure 4. Number of Owners and Tenants in each age Group by Race in Louisiana, 1930» 


* Pifteenth Census of the United States, "Agriculture", Vol. ITI, Washington, 
1932, p. 335. 
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Rainfall is not a limiting factor for any srop in one part of Louisiana 
more than in another part. The length of growing seasom limits sugar 
cane to the southern part of the State and citrus fruits are limited to 
Plaquemines Parish for groxth in commercial quantities. Cuestions of 
soil origins, drainage, degree of erosion, and general productivity aa 
measured by the percentage of land in farms, the percentage of farm land 
in orops, and the value of land per acre are of greater diversity within 
the State than climate and therefore are of greater importance. 

Without going into the technicalities of soil classification, a 
very generalized soil descrintion might be of benefit. The delta along 
both sides of the Red River is allurial soil with adequate drainage in 
most cases for good agricultural production. The Upper Mississippi Delta 
is also alluvial soil of high quslity but in places is subject to over- 
fiow, and drainage is very difficilt and expensive in many cases. With 
the improved conditions of water control in the upper Mississippi systen, 
there is lesa danger from overflow except for the southern part of Con- 
cordia Parish where there is ne leves at the junction of the Red and the 
Mississippi Rivers. Much of the land not used for farming in the 
Mississippi Delta is in second growth timber and undergrowth or is covered 
with water for a good part of the year. In what is known as the Upland 
Cotton arga the top soil is rather thin and is subject to serious ero- 
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sion. the loose soils of the Felicianas are productive only when 


ema 


51 The classification of the state into tyne-of-farming areas is as 
follows, which is the same as is given by T. Lynn Snith, The Growth 
of Population in Louisiana 1890 to 1930, Louisiana AES Bulletin 264, 
(continued) 
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treated with fertilizers. Those parishes where fruit and vegetables are 
grown have sandy soils that respond to fertilizer treatment but are nor 
mally poor soils. For abot thirty miles inland from the Gulf of Mexico 
the soil is tidai marsh--a sdl of excellent quality but too low for good 
drainage. A very slignt increase in elevation is known as an island 
such as Pecan Islands in Vermilion Parish, and gives good returns for 
agricultural use. By throwing up a dike and punping the water from the. 
enclosed land new agricultural land ean be brought into production. This 
has been done at Gut Off in Lafourche Parish with yields obtained of over 
700 pounds of cotton per acre. This work is expensive and can bea dons 
only by omers with considerable Beets The temre system following 


drainage has been tenancy. 


SER en ns A Oe OTE Balen ee FE EE ES 


52 { Gontinued) 
Baton Rouge, 1935, pp. 4=5: 


Uptand Cotton: Beauregard, Blenville, Caldwell, Cameron, DeSota, East 
Baton Rouge, Hast Feliciana, Evangeline, Grant, Jackson, Lafayette, 
LaSalle, Lincoln, Quachita, Sabine, St. Helena, Union, St. Landry, 
Vernon, Washington, Webster, West Feliciana and Winn Parishes. 


Delta Cotton; Avoyelles, Bossier, Caddo, Catahoula, Concordia, East 
Garroll, Franklin, Madison, Natchitoches, Pointe Coupee, Rapides, Red 
River, Richland, Tensas, and Yest Carroli Parishes. 


Rice: Acadia, Allen, Calcasieu, Jeff Davis, and Vermillion Parishes. 
Cane; Ascension, Assumption, Iberia, Iberville, Lafourche, St. James, 
St. John the Baptist, St. Martin, St. Mary, Terrebonne, and “est Baton 
Rouge Parishes. 


Small Froit and Vegetables: Jefferson, Livingston, Plaquemines, St. 
Bernard, St. Charles, St. Tammany, and Tangipahoa Parishes. 
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The Pre dicei vice of fam land can be measured by the intensity of 
use although the actual income derived fron the use is omitted from con- 
sideration. It is a measure of the number of people supported by the land 
tat not a measure of the style in which they are supported. The density 
of the farm population, the percentage of land in farms, the percentage 
of farm land in crops, and to some extent the value of farm land per 
acre show that land is used mest intensively in Lafayette Parish and the 
surrounding areas. Next are the sugar areas and then the Red and Missis- 
sippi deltas. The ward averages for 1935 upon which these generalizations 
were made are not entirely descriptive of the real situation. In the 
Mississippi delta and in the sugar areas there was considerable waste land 
included in what the census counted as total land in farms, while the 
cultivated land is used very intensively with the people living close to- 
gether along streams or rosds. That a high rate of tenancy is found on 
high priced land is illustrated by the situation in Iouisiana. Ignoring 
the extremely high priced lande near New Orleans, Shreveport, and Alex- 
andria because of their location, the farm land with the highest value per 
acre is located in the delta cotton areas, the sugar bowl (not tenancy, 
bit Labor) and the area surrounding Lafayette Parish. The Felicianas, 
Glaiborne, Webster, and Bienville Parishes have high tenancy but only an 


average to low value of land, 


Type of Farming 
In 1930 the census reported 76.9 per cent of the farms in Louisiana 


as cotton farms with the operators receiving over 40 per cent of their 


. 
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income from cotton. General farming, rice, sugar cane, fruit and self- 
sufficient farming made up about 4 per cent each making a total of about 
1S per cent. The remaining 4 per cent were truck, dairy, animal special- 
ty, stock ranch and poultry. ‘The census further reported that 76 per 
sent of the cotton farms were operated by tenants, 53 per cent of the 
sugar cene farms, 50 per cent of the rice farms, and lesser percentages 
for the minor types. Animal-specialty farms was lowest with only le per 
cent of the farms being operated by tenants. Assumption and St. Mary 
Parishes in the heart of the sugar bowl reported the average tenant's 
farm in 1935 to be over 200 acres in size and with a valine of over $6,000. 
This differs considerably from the average 20 to 30 acre farms in the 
delta cotton areas with average values of less than $1,200. (The high 
value of the cultivated land which camstitutes the tenant's farm in this 
area accounts for the relatively high value per acre.) Doubtless the 
fact of a high rate of tenancy on cash crop farms can be explained in 
terms of labor needs, risk, investment, and the degree of mechanization 
most economical for the preduction of the erep, but in these considera- 
tions the possibility of the vse of wage labor or thse size of holdings 
being family sized are overiccked. Labor can be used under any kind of 
conditions. Likewise the family farm operated by the owner on a live- 
at-home basis can stand the rigors of low farm prices, diseases of the 
main cash crop to a better extent that the single crop system. This 


latter situation borders on general farming. 
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Labor Organization 
The type of farming and the size of holding that is customary and 


thought to be most economical for an area are of great importance in de- 
termining the type of labor organization. With the large holdings and 
the sentiment attached to keeping them as such in the plantation areas of 
the South, it would be difficult to create family-sized owner-cperated 
farms. The relationship between the white omer and the traditional 
colored eropper camot be eliminated without serious readjustment for 
both that might be disasterais except by a gradual change over a very 
long period of time. On these plantations there are large continuous 
areas of productive land, while the poorer lands are at a distance on the 
“back side® of the plantation. The plantation as a unit can be diversi- 
fied tut to do so with each tenant farm would be very difficult without 
divided holdings. ‘ith the increase in mechanization, the larger tana’ 
tions are more adaptable to the inerease in investment necessary for the 
parchase of large equipment units. A few of the plantations have pur~ 
chased large mechanized units with no change in the organization of the 
plantation although economically better results can be obtained with the 
use of wege labor, at least for the operation of the machine. 

Sugar production has been developed by large corporations with 
the maximum amount of mechanization. Whatever the reason, resident la- 
borers (83 per cent of the workers) rather than tenants (14 per cent of 
the workers) have become the predominant organization for producing sugar 
cane. There are a great many small farmers with commercial cane, but 


Hoffsomier has reported that 2 per cent of the operators with 80 acres or 
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more of cane prodiced 60 per cent of the total crop in the sugar bowl” 


Ownership 
Some vary obvious situations in regard to ownership will result in 


tenancy or the use of labor. If the owner of a farm is anyone other than 
an individual or vartnership, if the owner does not live on the farm close 
by, if the owner is too old to do all of the work and has no family to do 
the work for nim, or if the farm is too large to be worked by the omer 
and his family, there is no other possibility than the use of laborers 

or the renting of part or all of the farm. This assumes that the farm 

is being used sinee the owner of a farm usually desires sane income in 
addition to the "satisfactions" of paying taxes, interest, insurance, cost 
of upkeep and the social status resulting from farm owmership. The owner 
living on a large farm and supervising the tenants results in a different 


type of tenant from that on a femily sized farm owned by an absentee owner. 


Size of Holdings 


The concentration of ownership is a permissive factor affecting 
tenancy but the characteristic is difficult to measure with the existing 


data. To measure the size of fam in terms of the number of families 


living cn the farn is a very desirable criteria for the frame of reference 


38 


usec in this study. Other measures are the total number of acres per 


°® y. G, Hoffsomer, The Sugar Cane Farm, Louisiana AES Bulletin 320, 


Baton Rouge, 1940. 


55. Lynn Smith, The Sociology of Rural Life, New York, 1940, p. 293. 
Dr. Smith has classified farms by size into (1) subsistence homesteads, 
(2) family farms, and (3) large holdings. Chapter XTII is devoted to 
a description of limitations of the three classes. 
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farm, the number of acres of cultivated land per farm, and the value of 
the fam which represents fixed capital. These latter measures do not 
allow for the type of faming, the degree of mechanization, or the inten- 
sity of production. The records of the Louisiana Tax Commission indicate 
the total acreage owned by one taxpayer, but the census data is based 
upon the "operator's" farm and not the owner’s farm except for special 
enumeration in 1900, 1910 and 1920. 

The Agricultural Census of 1900 and of 1920 Included some questions 


54 Tie 1900 data were based on 


conserning the size of the owner's farm. 
State averages while in 1920 only selected areas in certain States were 
studied. The parishes used in 1920 for Louisiana were Acadia, Allen, 
Evangeline and Jeff Davis. As these parishes did not have a particularly 
high rate of tenancy, the Yazoo Delta of Mississippi and the Mack Belt 
of Mississippi and Alabama are used to represent the delta lands of 
Louisiana. 
In 1800 omers of tenant farms averaged 2,06 tenants per farm in 

igiana, 2.27 tenants in Alabama, and 2.42 tenants per farm in Missis- 
sippi. These figures can be compared with an average of 1.54 for the 
United States. The 1920 data based on the sample areas as stated showed 
the average number of tenants per farm was 1.77 in Louisiana, 6.71 in 
Mississippi, and 4.46 in Alabama. A measure of the intensity of the large 


holdings is shown by the percentage of landlords with three or more tenants. 


ONE PROT TTS OCTETS TE APNE 


54 uy. A. Tarner, The Omership of Tenant Farms in the United States, 
U.S5.D.A. Dept. Bull. 1432, Washington, 1926. 
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In 31920 Louisiana had 16.7 per cent of the landlords in that category 
which reoresented 44.5 per cent of the teats of the area, and Kissis- 
Sippi had 39.6 per cent of the landlords which represented 88.3 per sent 
of the tenants within the area.”° 

fhe plantation study of 1916 enumrated 2,480 plantations in Louisi- 
ana representing 29,654 tenants when plantations were defined as having 
five or more tenants per farm. These plantations were located in the delta 
areas and their border territory and represented 45.9 per cent of ali ths 
farms in the parishes used in the study. a6 Labor plantations were identi- 
fied where over $1,000 was expended for labor per year. In 1910 there 
were 2,230 farms in this category, and most of them were in the sugar 
bowl. wd Data from the 1955 igricultural Census showed the labor planta- 
tions to be in the same area. Although other States such as California 
had a larger percentage of farms in the labor plantation cless, Louisiana 
had the highest average amount (5,834) expended for labor for those farms 


reporting such expenditures. = 


55 pid, pp. 16-17. 


56 plantation Fann ing in the United States, U. 5S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of Census, Washington, 1915, p. 26. 


5? Ibid, pe 53. 


58 3. G. Folson and 0. E. Baker, A Graphic Summary of Farm Labor and 
Population, U.S.A. Misc. Publication 265, ‘Yashington, 1937, p. 14 
and Po 16. 
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The paree eat technicians have etated that there has been Little 
chenge in the sige of farms insofar as acreage is concerned, Mechaniza— 
tion and improved methods of faming have displaced some tenants and la~ 
borers, although this actual displacement has been less than a strict 
economic system might demand. On some tenant plantations the tenants have 
become wage laborers, or the tractors have replaced the mule with no 
change in organizetion. On labor plantations the laborers get less work 
per year with little difference in the number of families per farm. Mech— 
anization makes displacement permissible but not mandatory. Hamilton has 
estimated the extent to which families might be displaced by tractors. °” 

anker haz made a study of large holdings fram the tax records that 
is indicative of the extent of large holdings in agrimlture on a parish 
basis, *? Some of the data are incomplete because of the condition of the 
records and other technical difficulties, but the results are an indica- 
tion of the extent and distribition of large agricultural holdings in 
the State by parishes. (figure &) Large holdings are defined in terms 
of acres in fam, with 1,250 acres belnz the lower limit. Farm land con- 
sisted oly of Jand in crops and pasture. This differs from the census 


definition of land in farms which also includes weodland and waste land 


Seater 


59 . Horace Hamilton, “Steel Mules", Land Policy Review, Vol. 1I, No. 2 
(1939) Washington, 1939. 


40 bp. B. Ls inker, unpublished data from a study of large holdings in 
Louisiana based upon the 1935 tax records, 1939-1940, 
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not in use. The parishes with large percentage of the farm land in large 
holdings were those in the delta cotton and sugar areas, Calcasieu and 
Cameron Parishes. The tenire organization in these three areas differs 
in the different types of farming, The cotton plantations use chiefly 
tenants, the sugar plantations use resident wage labor, and in the rice 
area the large holdings are divided into farms of a one-fanily size and 


are operated by tenants. 


Facility of Acquiring Omership 

The eases with which omership can be achieved is a factor that in- 
volves a complexity of indices. Some of the most apparent indices are the 
relation between land values per acre and farm incomes, the size of farns 
that are available for purchase, the opportunity for non-farm work to 
supplement the farm income of the laborer or tenant, and the availability 
of credit easy enoigh to enable the purchaser to pay for the land in a 
reasonable length of time and flexible enough sc as not to lover his 
minimum standard of living or cause the loss of ownership during periods 
of poor Piriancial retums. The lccation of Negro omership in the 
poorer areas adjoining the better agricultural lands where there is a 
concentration of Negro tenants is indicabive of the validity of the fac- 
tors. Also the areas of a high degree of white ownership is on the poorer 
lands with low lend values and those areas near non-farm industries such 
as New Orleans, Shreveport, Alexandria, Baton Rouge, Rusten, Bogalousa 


and other towis. Some of these places oceapy such a geographic position 
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that the tendency is not shown when the intensity of ownership is mepped 
On a ward basis. 

The amount of new land available for settlenent is limited for the 
entire United States, The low productivity of the land in Beauregard 
Parish; the high cost of making lad tillable by clearing, breaking and 
draining in Madison, Richland, West Carroll, and Morehouse Parishes: or 
the high cost of dikes, ditches and pumps in the reclaiming of swamp land 
in the scuthern part of the State makes the tenure of ownership in these 
new land areas rather qestionable in all characteristics except that of 
statistical ownership. 

The sentimental values attached to land in the South make it ex~ 
trenely difficult for a purchaser to pay for the farm from the products 
raised on the farm. Only a very capable purchaser can buy traditions, 
turn thea into agricultural assets, and convince the buying public that 


those traditions add to the value of the agricultural products. 


Retirement of Owmers 
Owners of rented farms in the South supervise the tenants to a 
large extent, there being 65 per cent of all those in the South classed 
as farmers in 1920, %4 Only eight per cent were without occupation (re~ 
tired) and the reneining 27 per cent worked in occupations other than 
agriculture. Since only a few of the older farm owners retire, the younger 
men have greater difficulty in achieving ownership. The fact that the 


owners continue to supervise the tenants also prevents the tenants from 


41 8. A. Turner, Op. cit., p. 39. 
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assuming the responsibilities of overating a farm. These phenomena are 


all a part of the plantation system as it has developed in the Sath. 


Migration 

The excessive moving from farm to farm is usually listed as one of 
the evils of tenancy. The 1955 Agricultural Census reported 59.6 per cent 
of the white croppers and 44.5 per cent of the colored croppera as living 
on the present farm for less than two years in Louisiana. By comparison 
ten per cent of the owners had occupied their farms for less than two 
years. If a tenant is moving up the agrimltural ladder and his family 
is changing in size, this rate of migration possibly might not be exces~ 
sive. However, if he moves to satisfy a whim or for only imagined better 
conditions, half of the tenants moving every two years is probably exces~ 
sive. Rather than excessive migration being an evil of tenancy, further 
study might possibly show that it is an evil of a futile attempt to achieve 
farm ownership. Williams has discussed the functions of migration as 
follows: ‘In early life while getting settled and while making adjust~ 
ments to the size and type of farm suited to him, the farmer may do some 
moving to good advantage. As a matter of fact, many of the most success- 
ful farmers have done just that. But continuous, excessive moving through- 
out the life of the tenant farmer, especially, thwarts the doing of those 


things which make for provident fazmming and an adequate standard of living®** 


4@ 8. 0. Williams, "Mobility and Farm Tenancy", Journal of Land and 
Public Utility Economics, Vol. XIV, (1938) p. 208. 
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Fam owners mova from farm to farm Jess than the average tenants, 
bit a low index of mobility may be associated with a type of tenant. 
This characteristic will be used to describe rather than to classify ali 


of the types of tenants. 


Farm Mortgages 


The census shows the percentage of farms in Louisiane that are 
mortgaged to have increased fron 16 per cent in 1900 to 33 per cent in 
1930, Although omership is less complete than formerly, there has been 
no great increase (11.4 per cent) in the number ef farm owners, In other 
words the increased mortgaging of farms has not accomplished a propor- 
ake increase in the number of farm ommers, but has only maintained 
the existing number and increased that number 11.4 per cent while the 


number mortgaged had increased 114.6 per cent during the same period. 
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In many cases, particularly in the North, tenants are 
related to the landlord. Under such conditions tenancy may 
serve as a desirable working arrangement during the time 
when the father or father-in-law is retiring from active 
operation of the farm and the son or son-in-law is assuming 
full responsibility.... The general fact has been noted by 
many observers that tenants who are sons or sons—in-law of 
their landlords are more inclined than other tenants toward 
farming practices aimed at conservation of the land and the 
maintenance of improvements, for many of the related tenants 
expect to become omers and probably most of them work under 
the general supervision of their landlord. On the guar. 
hand, a man's relatives can be hard taskmasters...* 


45 Report of the President's Committee on Farm Tenancy, op. cit., Ps 47. 
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This descrivtion has to do specifically with faming in the North 
although in the hill lands and in the French speaking section of Louisiana 
a similar situation oecurs to some extent. The 1955 agricultural Census 
reported 32.3 per cent of the tenants of LaSalle Parish as being related to 
their landlord. Other hill parishes with over 20 per cent related to the 
jlandiord were Winn, Bienville, Sabine, Vernon, and Union. Alse over 20 
per cent were Tangipahoa, St. Helena, Livingston, St. James, St. John, St. 
Martin, Assumption, Lafourche, Terrebonne, Iberia, Vermilion, Acadia, and 
Cameron Parishes. With the exception of the first three, these latter 
parishes are inhabited by French spsaking people. The agricultural tech- 
nicians reported that in many cases there is a real feeling of partnership 
between landlord and tenant with sometimes one and sometimes the other 
taking the lead in the active management of the farm. Because of large 
families and a limit to the income to be derived from the farms in the 
hill area, all of the family eamnot be tenants on the home farm. Many of 
the farms camot support two families except with a considerable decrease 
in the standard of living. Another limit to the tenant being related to 
the landlord is the fact of white ownership and Negro tenants in the 
delta areas. The white jandlord often feels toward the Negro tenant as 
he would teward his awn son-~even to the pcint of getting him started as 
a farm owner. The question of size of farm also affects the number of 
tenants who can be related to the landlord. On large plantations with 


100 or more tenants only a few can possibly be related to the landlord. 
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Written Lease 

Whether the agreement between the landlord and the tenant is 
written or oral is more a meagure of a formal business method as compared 
with an informal personal relationship. The details of a written lease 
vary from a simple statement that the tenant will be a cropper or 1/4 
hand on the landlord's farm for a period of time to a detailed statement 
of duties and privileges ef each party, signed by both and notarized. 

The flexible lease form used by the Farm Security Administration is very 
complete in regard to the production of the crop. However, there are 
jandlerd-tenant relationships coneerning gifts, commissary, living credit, 
mutual aid, and other things relative to living that are of greater in- 
bortance than the production of the crop. Although 20.7 per cent of the 
tenants and 17.9 per cent of the landlords reported in the questionnaires 
that they had a written lease, custom plays a large part beth in regard to 
interpretation of the items included in the written lease, and in regard 
to non~-productive phases of the landlerd—tenant relationship. 

The value of a written lease has been overemphasized by most writers, 
bat if ali of the relationships that customarily exist between the tenant 
and the landlord in the South were included in a written lease, it is 
doubtful if either the landlord or the tenant would sign it. There is a 
value to beth landlord and tenant for the details of their arrangasent to 
be indefinite so that the details reach a degree of flexibility that is 
impossible to pat in legal terms, 

Retarns from the questionnaires showed that one-third of all banks, 


corporations, partnerships, and all other owners except individuals had 
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written leases with their tenants while only 15 per cent of the individual 
owners had written leases. There was very little variation among the non- 
individual owners. The surprising thing is not the difference in regard 

to the kind of ownership, Mt that the legalized, corporate type of owner= 


ship used written leases only one-third of the time. 


TABLE IIT 


FRECUENCY OF WRITTEN LEASES AS REPORTED 
BY 728 LOUISIANA LANDLORDS AND 457 TENANTS 
BY METHOU OF RENTAL PayMEnT?¢ 


Leannnatenasioateaett 


oon - Share Renters $ Cash and 


2 2 Total 


Source : Total : Written : 1/2 : Other : Standing 
of :Reporting: teases 3: : ohare :___ Renters 
Report : ¢ No. ¢ Per: No. : Per : No. ¢ Per : No. : Per 
_____.._ Number: _Sent 3 ¢ Cent: : Cent s 2 Cent 
Tenant 728 15r- 920.7 24 Sea £) ae50° 57 48.7 
Landlord 457 Ge yo) 15 9.53 380 21.7 10 50.0 


Te method of paying rmt is another factor affecting the written 
lease. The landlords considered in determining these percentages are 
those who had only that kind of tenants. There is some little variation 
between the returms from the landlords and tenants due to smail numbers 


in any one particular category, but the agreement is fairly close. 


oreo 


44 there were 17 tenants reported on written leases that failed to re- 
port method of rental payment. Only those landlord replies were used 
in the enalysis of method which showed all tenants paying rent by 
only one method. 
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About 50 per cent of the cash and standing renters, 20 to 5 per cene of 
the share renters other than 1/2 hands, and less than 10 per cent of the 
1/2 hands had written leases. (Table III.) These differences are to be 


emected, but again it is surprising that the differences are not greater. 


CHAPTER VI 


TENANT CLASSES IN LOJISTANA 


Because the literature has become sprinkled with terms used in con- 
nection with tenancy and each writer has given each term his own particular 
connotation, it is necessary to have a few working definitions for the 
more common terms as they are used in this study, "It must be recognized 
that neither the institution of ownsrshin nor the institution of temancy 
is everywhere uniform and definite; the words ‘tenaney' and ‘ownership’ 
become descriptive only when qualified and given definite characteris~ 


45 
ties." 


The number of definitions are held at a minimum, and others are 
developed as the date are anaiyzed. 

Farm tenure: the “bundle of rights in respect to the use of agri- 
cultural jand.*° Complete tenure would indicate all the rights in the 


land, but sinee no oe person can hold all of the rights, tenure signi- 


fies some rights in the land. iveryone has the right to stand on some 


“5 5.4. Baker, Tenure Status and Land Use Pattems in the Corn Belt, 


Bureau of Agricultural Economies, Land Economics Report No. 5, 
Washington, 1939, p. 19. 
48 George $ Wehirwein, “The Field of Research," Research in Agricultural 
Land Tenure--Scope and Method, Social Science Research Council 
Bulletin No. 20, New York, 1933, p. 3. 
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land, and he is likewise given the right to labor on the land for a 
period of time. 

Tenancy: a division in the bundle ef rights in the land in regard 
to use of land.*’ ‘the oxner gives or sells some of his rights of using 
land to other individuals either tenants or laborers. A division of 
rights, in that the State retains the rights of eminent domain, polices 
power and taxation which it exercises under given conditions, does not 
constitute tenancy. An owner family taking care of all the farm labor 
except for technical work as threshing grain, trading work or occasional 
nish season labor constitutes a relative absence of tenancy. 

Farm tenant: a person who pays or agrees to pay rent in the form 
of cash, goods, or lator for the use of all or part of a farm from which 
he will derive vart or all of his income. Al] such persons receiving 
AAA payments are included in this definition of tenants @hich is identical 
with census definition of a tenant and includes the eropper. 8 Tenants 

are usually classified by the method of rental payment such as: cash 
tenant paying a cash amount for the use of a definite acreage or for the 


entire farm, the standing renter paying in terms of a stated amount of 


rr me 


4? tis concept is an extension of Wehrwein’s definition of tenure, 
Ibid. A similar idea is also expressed by 4. Y. Ashley, "Farm 
Tenancy", Tieyelopedia of the Social Sciences, New York, 1957, Vol. 
VI, po 118-122; and Karl Brandt, “Farm Tenancy in the United States," 
Social Research, (May, 1937) Vol. 4, No. 2, pp. 165-156. 


48 The United States Census of Agriculture, 1955, Washington, 1937, 
Yol. amie PPe y-Vi. 


produce, the share tenent oaying a share of the crop, the cash-share 


tenant paying rent for one crop by one method and on another crop by 
another method, and the labor teant paying rent in the form of labor 

for the maintenance or improvement of the landlord's farm. The cropper / 
ig not mutually exclusive of the other groups, but is a tenant who ows 


no worksteck or tractor. 


General Criteria 

Beginning with the idea that teancy is a division in the bundle 
of rights or a division of the functions of faming it is important to 
decide what the functions of farming are. The functions of farming are 
usually divided into four major groups, land, labor, capital, and entre- 
preneurship. The landowner furnishes the land and that part of his labor 
which may be regarded as managerial. His time, experience, and prestige 
in the community are important in dealing with others for gatting credit, 
and marketing the crop; so he is allowed a theoretical income for those 
services. After all expmses including interest on investment are sub- 
tracted from the gross expenses, the resulting net income is counted as 
labor income. If the operator does no labor other than management, that 
income is for management. *? fhe proportion of production capital fur- 
nished by landiord and tenant varies greatly. The tenant may be in po- 
sition to finance his Grodiaeton fron his own funds or to secure credit 


entirely apart from the influence of the landlord. On the other hand the 


43 an John A. Hopkins, Farm Records, Ames, 1936, pp. 77=78 this profit 
is calied "return on management. "™ 
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landlord may and often dees furnish capital or credit, both for produc~ 
tion purposes and for living expenses. 

The traditional idea about risk taking is that the cash tenant 
takes the greatest risk, the standing renter the next greatest, and the 
ehare tenants follow in proportion to the part of the crop that they gat. 
Where the cash rent is too high for the productivity of the soil, the 
cash tenant has a great risk, but a low income from his investment is | 
practically a certainty. The owner is certain of his rent if he can 
collect it, but the tenant may have only one year out of ten that he can 
get any income from his risk. Under any circumstances, the tenant must 
live, and the landlord often lowers the rent, continuing it to the next 
year or canceling it altegether. Where paternalism exists, riek should 
be measured by different criteria than in situations where the production 


of the crop is the only landiord-tenant relationship. 


Method of Analysis of Control Factors 

The primary factor used to classify tenancy situations in this 
study is a combination of several indices which measure the degree to 
whieh the tenant and landlord divide the functions of credit (capital) 
and management (labor and entreprensurship). This criteria cuts across 
other factors such as race, method of paying rent, size of farm, type- 
of-farming, written form of lease, relation of tenant to landlord, and 
other conventional classifications. The exact indices that were used to 
measure what might well becmlied the control of the landlord over the 
tenant, are: (1) the frequency of supervision by the landlord, {2) the 


landlord's part in marketing the tenant's share of the crop, (3) the 


tenant's freedom to work other than for the landlord, (4) the presence 
of a comnissary on the fam, (5) proportion of production credit sip- 
plied by landlord and tenant, (6) the landlord's part in supplying crsedit 
for tenant's living exmenses, and (7) the nearmess of landlord's resi- 
dence to tenant’s farm. All of these items are given equal weight 

(index number of 1) except that the frequency of supervision if daily 
was counted as 4, if weekly as 3, if monthly ag 2, and if occasionally 
a8 1. Because of smali numbers and little difference in the analysis, 
the two groups with the highest amounts of control resulting from the 
tenant's replies were combined. As the landlords were not asked if per- 
mission was required for the tenants to work off the farm, this procedure 
resulted in ten classes, varying from zero (0) control to an index number 
of 9, for both tenant and landlord questionnaires. Only those question- 
naires were used that showed relevant answerg to all items used in 
measuring the amoant of control, reducing the number of questionnaires 


used for this purpose to 443 tenant and 347 landiord questionnaires. 


Analysis of Groups Based on Control 
An analysis of theses cases shows that as control increases the 
percentage of tenants who are croppers, the percentage who work for wages 
on the landlord's farm, the percentage who are colored, and the size of 
farm (measured by the average number of families per farm) increases. 
(Figure 7.) The linea representing these data are not, entirely straight, 
bat the major trends are very definite. Some of the classes are repre- 


gented by small numbers which may account for some of the variations. 


According to the 1935 Agricultural Census GO per cent of all the tenants 
of Louisiana were colored, and the analysis shows a range of from about 
50 per cent for tha independent tenants to over 90 per cent for the 
supervised tenants. This suggests that race (to a limited extent), size 
of landlord's farm, the tenant's omership or workstock, and the tenant 
working as a wage Laborer for the landlord might be substituted for the 
control indices as a measure of the amount of control the landlord has 
over the tenant. 

The average ages of both landlord and tenant decreased as control 
increased. However, the owners providing the most supervision had been 
cwyners longer than those with more independent tenants. The Negro land- 
lords show the highest percentage in the middle group which represents an 
average amount of control. (Figure 8.) The use of tractors increased, 
and the percentage of tenants with home gardens decreased from medium te 
extreme amounts of control. (Figure 10.) Probably these items are asso- 
ciated with size of fara rather than with tenancy. The percentage of 
tenants related to the landlord was highest in the middle group with a 
decrease under conditions of no control and an extreme avount of control. 
The independent tonants were slightly less migratory than those closely 
supervised. This characteristic is less trustworthy than some of the 
others since many tenants moving between 1937 and 1959 failed to receive 
the questionnaires. The percentage of both owners and tenants with written 


leases decreased slightly as the anount of control increased. (Figure 9.) 


About 25 per cent of the tenants were on relief, but there was no 
definite increase or decrease with a change in the amount of control. 
About 20 per cent of the tenants received gifts from the landlord, but 
again there was no particular correlation, 

The terms "cropper" and “half hand" have different definitions 
but are sometiszes used interchangeably. Data from the questionnaires 
show that 89.7 per cent of the croppers were half hands and 94.2 per 
cent of the half hands were croppers. (Table IV.) In other words about 
90 per cent of the time the two terms are synonomous. It is to be noted 


that 2a few tenants in every class of rental payment were croppers, 


TABLE IV 


FREQUENCY OF GROPPERS FOR BACH METHOD OF RENTAL PAYWENT 
IN LOUISIANA AS INDIGATED BY REPLIES FROM QUESTIONNAIRES 


ere 


Per cent of 
Number Number of Per cent of Tenants in Bach 
Reporting CGroprers Croppers Clasa Who Were 


Croppers 
All Tenants 846 363 42.9 


Total reporting 

rental payment 729 526 100.0 44.7 
Cash Tenants 54 8 205 14.8 
Standing Renters 35 & 006 Sof 
1/4 Share 221 18 e566 mr cre 
1/4-1/3 Share 5S 5 LeS 9.4 
1/3 Share 85 4, 1.02 4.7 
1/2 Share $11 293 89.7 94.2 
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Classes of Tenants 

On the basis of control by landlord the tenants were divided ar- 
bltrarily into three groups—-the independent tenants consisting of those 
eases with index numbers from 0 to 2, the middle group ranging fram 3 to 
§ and the closely supervised tenant continuing from an index number of 
7 to o= These breaks were selected because the majority of the de- 
scriptive factors appeared to change at these points, although there are 
no very sharp breaks. Several subtypes were identified by the agricul- 
tural technicians and by evidence apparent in the data from the question— 
naires. These subtypes are not complete but represent only a few groups 
in each major type. The names represent the chief characteristic of the 
group identified. The relationship of the types and subtypes of tenants 


cen best be shown in a diagrammatic way. 


TYPES OF TENANTS 
Independent 
Manager-tenante 
Family-farm Menaging-tenants 
Rice Tenants 
Apprenticeship 
Orner-tenants 


Supervised 


Supervised Production Tenants 
Paternalistic Tenants 


50 gee Figures 6 ~ 10, pp. 56-62. ‘The application of index numbers is 
explained on pp. 53 and 54. 
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Figure T¥ — Relation of Rental Payment to Independence of Tenant. 
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% See p. 58 for the indices used to measure control. 


Figure 7. Landlord-tenant Characteristics that Increase with 
increasing Control of the Landlord over the Tenant. 
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“See p» 53 for the indices used to measure control. 


Figure 8. lLandlord-tenant Characteristics that Show Moderate 
Variation with Change in Control of the Landlord 
Over the Tenant. 
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# See p. 53 for the indices used to measure control. 


Landlord-tenant Characteristics that Vary Only Slightly 


Figure 9. 
With a Change in Control of the Landlord Over the Tenent. 
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+ See p. 55 for the indices used to measure control. 


Figure 10. Landlord-Tenant Characteristics that Vary with Extreme 
Gorttrol of the Landlord over the Tenant. 


No specific criteria were used to divide the types into sub-groups. 
The scientific analysis stops with the three major types and the sub- 
types are merely identified, described, and located geographically where 
there appeared to be a concentration. The main descriptive features of 
the independent tenants is given under the family—farm managing-tenant 
while the other major types are described as major types rather than sub- 


types. 


Independent Tenants 


1, Manager—tenant 

dn the sugar bowl and to a lesser extent in the delta cotton area, 
some of the tenants rent large farms (plantations) paying a cash rent or 
a share rent less than usual for the community. The owners are absentee, 
merely collecting rent and paying taxes. These tenants usually have a 
written lease for a longer period of time than one year or have a renewal 
clause. This type of independent tenant employs laborers, subleases to 
tenants, or uses both to get the manual labor of farming done. His in- 
come ia the result of management and investment in production tools with 
little or no income from hie own unskilled labor. fhe manager-tenant is 
& landlord to his tenants if subleasing takes place. This type of tenant 
is numerically unimportant in Louisiana. The description is taken fron 
interviews with the agricultural technicians although there ia considerable 
other evidence that the situation exiate. Four out of the five tenants 


who had over 50 acres in crops were independent tenants. 
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&. Fanily-farm Managing-tenant 

The manager-tenant shades into this class with some independent 
tenants renting a tract of land too large for them to do all the work with 
the tenant's family and yet not large enough to employ labor or sublease 
to the extent that the tenant does little or no mamial iabor. This types 
of tenant rents all of a small farm or part of a large farm and operates 
it independently of the owner, who is absentee. There were 93.0 per cent 
of the independent tenants with Less than 26 acres of land in cash ercbaat 
There were 49.3 per cent of independent tenants who rented all of the 
landlord's farm. Although in general this tendency was greater where 
there was greater independence, one independent tecant who had an index. 
mumber of sero was located on a farm with over ten families. 

The questionnaires show that only 17.0 per cent of the independent 
tenants paid a cash end standing rent. This percentage is probably lover 
than is actually the case as many cash tenants were not listed in the AAA 
records fron which the sample mailing list was taken. Although there was 
a larger percentage of tenants in this group than in the other groups 
paying eash and standing rent, a larger proportion of the independent 
tenants paid a shere rent than cash. Only 15.7 per cent were half hands, 
and only 16.2% per cent were croppers. 

Tne independent tenants had the largest percentage with written 
leases (26.9 per cent), a larger percentage were related to the landlord, 
and a smaller percentage were on relief than for the other majer types of 
tenants. The independent tenants were older than other tenants as a smaller 


pereentage were under 55 and a larger percentage were over 55 years of age. 
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Aithough some of these tenants are in all parte of the State, they 
make up a larger part of the tenants in the upland cotton, the riee area, 
and the truck and vegetable areas than in other areas, Jn the areas 
named most of the tenants are white Ei thoagh those sections near the 
delta areas have as much as 50 per cent colored population. In those 
areas west of Shreveport, north of Baton Rouge, and west of Natchez and 
Vicksburg there are a considerable number of Negro tenants of this type 
paying a cash or standing rent for the use of part of a large farm. The 
owners of these farms are absentee in body and in spirit, the ehief eon- 
tast with the tenants often occurring at the home of the owner rather 
than on the farm itself. The tenants in suburban areas farming on a 
city ist basia usually pay a cash rent and ars in the main independent 
although the owner of the land may live next door. These tenants are 
usually of Italian descent and raise truck crops. 

3. Rice Tenant 

The rice tenant is in & category by himself. The usual arrangement 
ia for the tenant to pay 1/5 share rent for the use of land and 1/5 share 
to the canal company for the uss of irrigation water. Some variation | 
occurs in the case of deep wells or if the canal company also owns the 
dand. Only 15 tenants with rice were considered, and ten of them were in 
the independent group. The yearly crop management is chiefly in the hands 
of the canal company and the Jennings Production Credit Association, al- 
though the long-time use of land ig handled by the owner and/or the tenant. 
Rice is raised on a tract of land one year and then the land is allowed 
to be "dry" for two years. This procedure is caused by production prob- 


lems to maintain the quality of the rice and the practice affects the 
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tenancy situation. In Calcasieu and Jeff Davie Parishes there is a 
tendency to operate the entire 140 acre farm as one field with rice one 
year and the pasturing of cattle on the entire farm for the other two 
years. For two years out of three the fam owner rents rice land and is 
himself a tenant. This is indicated by the 1950 Census, which reported 
that 41 per cent of the farm owners in deff Davis and 43 per cent of 
those in Calcasieu Parish rented additional land in 1954 for rice pro- 
guction. 

in the eastern part of the rice area a complete rotation of crops 
occurs on each farm, Often there ig a share tenant vYalsing only cotton 
whe works as a wage laborer in the production of rice. The rice tenants 
themselves are similar to those in the rest of the rice area. The cotton 
tenant is usually colored while the rice tenant is usually white. Other 
operators enploy resident Negro wage laborer families. 

in respect to the landlord the rice tenant is independent but other 
agencies such as credit sources and the canal companies exercise con- 
siderable rights over the use of land, Although two types of fara organi- 
zations remit, the crop rotation necessary to raise rica resulte in 
peculiar labor needs, and the organization differs considerably from 


those of cotton or sugar cane. 


Apprenticeship Tenant 
The chief characteristic of this type of tenant is that he is an 
average of the independent tenant and the supervised tenant. This is true 


of all characteristics except that the Negro omers of tenant farms are in 
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greater proportions in this group than in either of the eae groups and 
that the tenants are lowest in written leases. In many respects such as 
percentage related to the landlord, and the percentage with gardens thie 
type of tenant is more like the independent tenant than the supervised 
one. in other respects auch as working on the landlord's farm for wages, 
percentages on relief, percentage croppers and percentage half hands he 
is more like the supervised tenant. When age is considered, these ten- 
ante have not reached the independent stage yet, but probably many of 
them will as they get older, hence the idea cf apprenticeship. The par- 
centage over 55 years of age is only slightly less than for the indepen- 
dent tenants; so perhaps many will never get to be indspendent tenants. 
Judging fron the age distribution fewer of the apprenticeship tenants be-— 
come independent than supervised tenants become apprenticeship tenants. 
Although the apprenticeship tenant is located in all areas to a 
greater extent than any other types, the greatest concentrations are in the 
more densely settled non-delta areas such as Claiberne, Webster, Bienville, 
the hill lands of Bossier and Caddo, St. Landry, Acadia, Evangeline, La- 
fayette, St. Helena, end the Feliciana Parishes. In the delta areas thie 
type of tenant is old while in these areas of a high degree of omership 
he is on the way to ownership and is a relatively young man. The oldster 
in the delta areas often subleasea to younger tenants although he is hin- 
self supervised to a considerable extent. This practice is an excellent 
opportunity for an old Negro tenant without much capital to realize some 
income from his knowledge of farming (managerial ability) gained through 


experience. 
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i. Owner~-tenant 

This type of tenant includes several different situations. One of 
the heirs operating a farm owned by the estate, has partial ownership of 
the farm and yet pays rent and receives supervision in one way or another 
from the other heirs. A Beigian and a Hungarian settlement in Rapides 
Parish are organized on about the same basis with the will of the group 
{expressed chiefly by the leaders) determining the farming practices al- 
though each member hae an equity in the farm. A third group are those 
tenants on Farm Security projects at Schriever, in Terrebonne Parish and 
at Trensylvania and Thomastown in Hast Carroll and Madison Parishes. Thers 
the tenants have formed ecsoperative asseciationsa which direct the farming 
operations and each tenant deals with the association. A government em- 
ployse is "adviser" and has control over not only crop production but 
aiso personal expenditures and budgeting. After several years of super- 
vision and advice the plan is that the tenants will be able to organize 
their own business without government aid except possibly credit. 

fhaia type is numerically unimportant, and the tenants are located in 
the described areas with the "estate" farmer being scattered throughout the 
State. These tenants wera not identified from the control scale but fron 


data sscured by interviews with agricultural workers in the field. 


Supervised Tenant 
The supervised tenants are divided into two groups--those supervised 
throughout the year and those supervised only for the period during which 


the crop is being produced. Over 80 per cent of the cases in the supervised 
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tenant class are the traditional Negro sharecropper in the delta cotton 
area living on plantations, The landlords of tenants in this group are 85 
per cent white and although they were younger than the landlords in the 
other groupe (51 per cent over 55 years of age), they heve had more ea- 
perience than the other landlords (92 per cent have been owners over 10 
years) . 

An analysis of some of the other characteristics shows a decrease 
in the percentage of tenants with gardens and a slight increase for those 
who are on relief over those tenants in the other groups. As could be 
expected on the larger farms, a smaller percentage (2.8 per cent) are re~ 
lated to the lemdlord. It is rather surprising that a slightly emaller 
percantage of the supervised tenants reported gifts fram the lendlords 
than the other tenants. Perhaps there is more real paternalism on the 
smalier fare with independent tenants than occurs on the plantations. 
The large number of tenants receiving the gifts makes it appear to the 
iandlord on the plantation that he is more paternalistic than is really 
the case. 

There are 71.6 per cent of these tenants who worked for wages on 
the landlord's farm. In many cases the income from labor exceeded that 
fron the tenant's crop, and those tenonts might well be classified as 
laborers with pert time spent as tenants. The fact that 42.5 per cent 
of the supervised tenants are under 35 years of age suggests another close 
similarity to wage laborers. 

1. Supervised Production Tenant 


These tenants are--as indicated by the name--supervised only for the 


duration of the crop. The relationship of landlord and tenant exists only 
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for the production of the one yearly crop. Thess tenants are found on 
commercial plantations in the Ned River delta and in the Morehouse, 
Franklin, Richland tier of parishes. 
@, Paternalistic Tenant 

The tenants with complete subordination (paternalistic tenants) 
and paternalism existing from generation to generation are located in 
those parishes along the Mississippi River end to a lesser extent the 
Red River Delta. These sitmations represent landlerds with the greatest 
amount of control, and the descriptive characteristics of the tenants 


are more proneunsed. 


CHAPTER VIT 


SUMMARY AND CONCESSIONS 


Physiographic factors guch as climate and soil permit land to be 
used for farming purpeses anc for certain typs-of-farming enterprises 
that in turn permit tenancy or wage labor to exist profitably. The dis- 
tribution of the population also affects the use made of land and is 
likewise a permissive factor. The laws and customs affecting the size 
ef holdings, methods of land division and land settlement, inheritance 
and type of ownership in land (fee simple, and restrictions against racial 
and foreign groups) limit the possibility of all farmers being owners of 
the land where they labor. Differential economic and social status, the 
differential background of environmental conditioning in developing 
abilities, wants and the means of securing those wants make for different 


realizable objectives in farm life that result in tenancy or wage laborers. 
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Age affects the wealth and ability of the farmer 90 that it is difficult 
for all farmers to asoume the responsibilities of ownership. Particular 
situations of race, age, and blood relationship to eee. have a definite 
effect upon the tenancy situation. 

Farm tenancy as a division of the functions of farming is a phase 
of farm tanure (which also includes owners ard laborers). The essential 
difference in the category is that of a difference in the amount of con- 
trol over the use of land and the instruments of production. In clessi- 
fying tents, the indices used in measuring control the landlord retains 
over the tenant are: the frequency of supervision by the landlord, the 
securing of production credit and credit for living from the landkord, the 
jandlord’s marketing the tenant's crop, the presence of a commissary on the 
farm, the freedom to work other than for the landlord, and the nearneas of 
the landlord's residence to the farm, This measure of control includes 
living as well as production since the two are so closely related in 
Louisiana. 

The variation of other characteristics with changes in the emount 
of control is determined by using data from questionnaires sent to samples 
of farm landlords and tenants selected from 1957 AAA records. As control 
of the Landlord over the tenant increased the percentage ef the tenants 
who were Negroes increased, the percentage who were half hand increased, 
the percentage who worked on the landlord's farm for wages increased, the 
percentage of tenants who were without workstock increased, and the average 
number of families per landlord's farm increased. To a lesser degree as 


control increased, the age of the tenant decreased, the age of owner 
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decreased, the percentages of tenants with home gardens decreased, and the 
use of tractors increased. Some of these characteristics such as the use 
of tractors are devencent upon size of farm. 

Data from interviews with agricultural workers who deal directly 
with the farm people are used to supplement the questionnaire data. The 
three major types are: the independent tenant who operates his farm with 
little control by the Senalord: the supervised tenant who is controlled 
to the greatest degree, and the apprenticeship tenant who is partially 
independent and partially eiueryioeds Although apprenticeship usually 
implies growth in duties and responsibilities, such may or may not be the 
case with this type of tenant. He is, however, in position to exercise 
some of the flunctions of management. 

& further division of tmants results in eight types of tenants. 
The manager-tenant is independent and sudleases to other tenants or uses 
wage laborers to perform the manual labor of farming. His income is fron 
management and investment in production goods but does not include manual 
labor. The family-farm managing-tenant rents all of a small farm or 
operates part of a large farm independently of the owner. The rice tengént 
is also independent but is supervised by the organization supplying irri- 
gation water and credit. Ali of these isiencent tenants are granted 
most of the rights in the use of land by the owner, but they use the 
rights in different ways, delegating different amounts of them to others. 
_ The omer-tenant is a subdivision of the apprenticeship type of tenant 


who has partial ownership in the land and also acts as a tenant. This is 
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made possible when the farm is omed by an estate and the tenant is one of 
the heirs. The Farm Security project farms and a few farms owned by 

groups are organized on a similar basis with the tenant having a limited 
function of ownership in addition to being partially supervised as a 
tenant. The supervised tenants are divided into those supervised only 

for the duration of the crop year and those with a generation~after-genera- 


tion paternalistic type of relationship between landlord and tenant. 


Prerequisites to Considerations of Tenancy 

Because of the many suggestions and plans for tenancy improvement, 
& few generalizations in the way of warnings or prerequisites to tenure 
study, especially in regard to evaluation, are pertinent: 

1. Farm wage labor must be included with farm ownership as a possi- 
ble alternative of tenancy. Wage labor is the usual tenure status of 
young men who have only their labor as an instrument of production. This 
is usually acknowledged, but the possibility advanced here is that of 
wage labor being a life-long tenure status. 

«, Measuring size of farm in terms of the number of families pro- 
vides a universal index of size of farm that is more meaningful than most 
other indices. A measure in terms of acres or dollars is significant 
only within a local area. 

5. Great importance has been attached to a definition of "farm" 
and “far operator" by many writers. In considering tenancy as a division 
of a bundle of rights held by the owner of the land, it might be well to 


begin the definition of a farm from the point of view of an ownership 
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unit rather than an operating unit. 

4, Tenancy in the South is not entirely a question of race since 
about one-half of the tenants of Louisiana in 1955 were white. In local 
areas, however, race is of great importance, and any tenancy program must 
take the factor of race into consideration. 

5. The method of paying rent, like measuring size of farms in 
terms of acres, has significance only within local areas. The character- 
istics of the cash tenant on a Southern plantation are far different from 
those of the cash tenant of Iowa. Some other classification of tenants 
must be developed, such ag control as is used in this study, that has a 
more universal application. 

6. Large heldings are definite limits to family-sized operating 
unite. Because of the social prestige attached to the ownership of plan- 
tations in the South, the dividing of the plantations into smaller holdings 
would be very difficult even by government action. It is quite likely 
that the operation of the large farms as plantation units on the produc- 
tive soiis is better for all concerned than any other method when the 
backgrounds of both landlord and tenant are considered. Therefore, im- 
provenents of the landlord-tenant relationships in a plantation system 
should be investigated thoroughly rather than condemning the entire systen. 

| 7. The perquisites that are determined by custom and have no legal 
basis are sometimes more important than those arrangements, written or 
oral, that can be proven in court. To change this part of the landiord- 
tenant relationship would necessitate radical readjustments in the atti- 


tudes and thinking of both landlord and tenant. New details must be 
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included into the arrangements to take their place if the perquisites are 
to be omitted, An oral ayreement based on custom and personal relations 
is more flexible to mest seasonal changes in yields and prices than any 
written instrument can possibly be, and possibly more just. 

S. In emsidering all kinds of fam organisations, cognizance 
should bs taken of the life cycle of the family. At different times in 
the life cycle there are varying amounts of labor available and varying 
incomes needed to carry on the business of living. It is usually in- 
practical to increase or decrease the size of farm in terms of acres. A 
more practical plan would be to make the change in terms of intensity of 
production if sufficient credit were available for such changes. Thia 
plan has definite limitations but is better economically and socially than 
moving to a different farm to satisfy the changing needs of the family. 

9. Also associated with the life cycle of the farm family is se- 
curity, especially as it is applied to old people. The question should 
be answered more definitely as to whether a paternalistic type of security 
with the owner of large farms taking care of the old and helpless workers 
is bettcr or worse than a security that is determined by the individual 
and is guaranteed by the State. The paternalistic type is rooted in 
slavery; and the typical white lendlord and the Negro shareerepper or 


wage laborer still approve of the method as being "right.* 


